Dear Reader,

Welcome to the Christmas edition of my Specid
Operations Newsletter. | hope you’ ve al made the most
of the snow and had at least one day off school to enjoy
it! The picture below is of part of my garden —I’m sure
many of you are saying, call that snow, hah, you should
have seen what we had — but it’'s the most we' ve had for
at least 15 years.

During December I’ ve been working hard on the
revisions and fine-tuning of my next Special
Operations adventure, which sees Finn, Loki and
Freya heading off to Nazi-occupied Paris. I'm
still chewing over the best title but front-runners
at present are The Hunted and Deception. It’ll be
out next June. Hopefully in next months’
newsletter | can reveal the final chosen title and maybe give you an advance peek at the cover

design! I’ ve also been piecing together ideas for future stories too and have loads of great
ideas..... but more about those next year.

. - Christmas in Norway, Finn's homeland, is

celebrated much likeit isherein Britain

although instead of aturkey on the dinner

. - table you're likely to see roasted reindeer,
smoked mutton ribs called pinneribbe or the fish delicacy lutefisk.
Presents are often opened around the Christmas tree on Christmas
Eve. A favourite drink at thistime of year is gl@gg made from
juices spiced up with ginger, cinnamon, raisins and cloves. Sometimes we leave adrink and a
mince pie out for Father Christmas but in Norway one of the old traditionsisto leave out a
saucer of milk or bowl of porridge for the julenisse or Christmas elf. This custom originated
in rura communities where the blessings of the elf were said to bring luck.
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